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Vice-president of the Law Society of Hong Kong. Settled
in Hong Kong to develop his career since 1989 and
witnessed the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region in 1997. A solicitor admitted in Hong
Kong, England and Wales, Notary Public and the founder
of Nasirs® Solicitors.

BH RS ITA

J T RAXEREEZ R W EMEAZE - £E Mr Paul Starr
A 7 I B L AR AR G el o B T B aul Sla
5] S 358 == 42 271 A1l 3 o
200 Z AR E E 4] & # N A5 Partner of King & Wood Mallesons. Practice Team Leader
in Hong Kong for Construction and Dispute Resolution,
and joint coordinator of the law firm’s worldwide arbitration
practice. Cited by Euromoney as a world leader in
litigation and named asialaw's Hong Kong Disputes Star
of the Year.
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& B R A Th 2SS Bt B B T5E SR AE Award-winning journalist and Hong Kong-based author.
Has held senior editorial positions at the Far Eastern
Economic Review and the South China Morning Post.
Author of more than 50 books, ranging from non-fiction
works to novels to stories for children.
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The “one country, two systems” principle has
worked extremely well in Hong Kong, and the city
has remained economically vibrant because of
it. The legal profession is one of its beneficiaries:
we now have 12,500 solicitors and barristers in
Hong Kong across over 900 law firms, as well as
85 international law firms with more than 1,500
registered foreign lawyers from 33 different
jurisdictions. The continued appeal of Hong
Kong to expatriate practitioners is to a large
extent due to the expanding Chinese market that
leverages on our strength in providing services
on cross-border and international legal issues.

On Hong Kong’s introduction of the Hong Kong
National Security Law (NSL), as Chair of the
Constitution and Human Rights Committee of
the Law Society, | have attended numerous
conferences related to the NSL. It seems

LAYY SQQGU%IX
&

Mr Amirali Nasir

110

that there were misconceptions at the initial
announcement of the NSL. Some people were
also concerned about whether the NSL would
disrupt the operation of commercial law in Hong
Kong, or if businesses and individuals may
inadvertently violate the NSL.

Countering these claims, | observe that Hong
Kong’s NSL is in fact in line with international
practice of safeguarding national security and
that its enactment is grounded in a strong rule
of law tradition. In addition, it caters to Hong
Kong’s unique qualities by accommodating both
civil law and common law systems, which is not
an uncommon practice in our field. Upon the
foundation of the Basic Law and the NSL, Hong
Kong will continue to attract investment and
businesses, and flourish as a highly respected
professional and legal hub.
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Mr Paul Starr

The continued success story of Hong Kong as a regional dispute resolution centre can be attributed
to the “one country, two systems” principle. Under this principle, Hong Kong practices common
law which provides a business friendly and predictable legal framework for investors and the
international business community.

There has been a concerted effort by the Central Authorities and Hong Kong Government
to ensure that our business, regulatory and legal frameworks under the “one country, two
systems” principle are globally respected. Especially in the field of arbitration, Hong Kong
has a significant and unique arrangement with Mainland China in terms of enforcing
asset preservation measures at the start of court proceedings, which is not possible
elsewhere in the world. Similarly, civil and commercial judgments can be reciprocally
recognised and enforced between Mainland China and Hong Kong, which
strengthens the attraction of Hong Kong courts or arbitral institutions as the

chosen forum for dispute solution.

Not only does the Basic Law uphold Hong Kong’s continuation of the
common law system, the recent Hong Kong National Security Law (NSL)
has reinforced the solid legal and financial infrastructure of this city. |
am sure that many of us here and overseas were concerned about
the local situation in 2019. Therefore, with the NSL, which aims

to improve the legal system and enforcement mechanisms for
safeguarding national security in the HKSAR, it is important

to explain to our friends all over the world the reality on the

ground, that is business as usual. From my personal

experience, none of our client companies has left Hong

Kong, and investments have continued to flow into the

city. Hence, | remain very optimistic about the future

opportunities for Hong Kong.
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N (0] _4 for Human Development*

N 0. 8 for Safest City#

N (o 1 for Infrastructure Security#

N (o 3 for Health Security#

*United Nations” 2020 Human
Development Index

C:[‘ig:ﬁ]ggfggg?ist Intelligence Unit's Safe M r N u ry Vittach i

Hong Kong is modernised, but it is also a part

of the oldest civilisation in the world. The “one

country, two systems” principle has worked, and

will continue to work, wonderfully well in capturing

the best of the East and West, granting Hong Kong the

unique advantages of both philosophies. While the Hong

Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) functions on

capitalistic mechanisms, it also flourishes within Mainland

China’s socialist state. In fact, the Basic Law and “one country,

two systems” principle enable Hong Kong to boast extremely

competitive students, consistently positive health statistics and world-

class safety ratings. Hence, | believe that citizens of Hong Kong have

so much to be proud of. Hong Kong’s success as a hybrid of vast

differences cannot be better symbolised by the Bauhinia, the city flower
of Hong Kong, which is a hybrid plant and unique in the world.

The Hong Kong National Security Law is a necessity to ensure the long-term

prosperity and stability in Hong Kong. My research shows that our laws are far

more lenient and restrained than most around the world, for example the US and the

UK, which both have extremely overreaching and draconian national security laws. It

is perfectly reasonable that nations should not allow other parties to interfere in its internal

affairs and to incite violent or illegal behaviours, So | sincerely hope, for the sake of both

our national and individual wellbeing, that eventually, all of Hong Kong’s businesses and

citizens will realise the benefits and necessity of safeguarding national security in the HKSAR,

which will preserve stability of our city and further strengthen our legal system that is enshrined
in the Basic Law.
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Mr Amirali Nasir

After qualifying as a lawyer in London, | came to
Hong Kong to develop my career in 1989 and
never looked back. Not only do | appreciate
Chinese culture, | also enjoy the fact that Hong
Kong is extremely tolerant of other cultures. As
a Muslim family, my children go to local schools
and speak fluent Cantonese, and at the same
time, we have the freedom to practise our religion
without interference. Sometimes, | even attend
Law Society meetings in traditional clothing, and
my colleagues have always shown respect to my
beliefs and culture.

The Law Society is regularly invited to visit the
Ministry of Justice of the People's Republic of
China and the Great Hall of the People to meet
different government departments that deal with
law. This has given me a great advantage in
speaking with policymakers, whom | find very
open and receptive to progressive ideas, such

19

as adopting international systems in commercial
law, shipping law, intellectual property etc.
Similarly, for our overseas business trips, the
support from the Chinese authorities, Hong Kong
Trade Development Council and the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Offices (ETOs) is immensely
helpful.

Being actively involved in projects on the Belt
and Road Initiative, | learned first-hand that most
foreign and the Mainland Chinese companies
prefer to conduct business using the Hong Kong
legal system. As their individual systems may
not always be compatible, they place their trust
in using Hong Kong as a legal and financial
medium to carry out commercial transactions.
This international confidence is a testament
to Hong Kong's open and stable market, and
ensures that there are ample opportunities in
Hong Kong and the Greater Bay Area.




Mr Paul Starr

Over the three decades that | have been living
and working in Hong Kong, the city has become
more cosmopolitan and as business transactions
flourished, so has the work in dispute resolution
and arbitration.

As a construction practitioner and disputes
lawyer, there are many reasons clients choose
to do business in Hong Kong. We offer a great
variety of professional consultants, including
lawyers, accountants and infrastructure
specialists, who can work in collaboration on
projects in a holistic way. Also, Hong Kong is
a cost-effective and efficient deal-making hub
in the region that clients can easily access from

DavisPok @B 1
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GKONG.

the Belt and Road countries and the Greater
Bay Area. These advantages are particularly
appealing for potential clients who seek a reliable
service delivery in an environment conducive to
international business and finance.

For companies originating from countries that
practise civil law, they are confident to establish
offices in Hong Kong as they believe in the
quality of our judiciary and legal system, with an
independent judiciary and ample precedents.
Personally, my firm has also benefited from
working on cross-border business transactions
with support of our international expert network.

Mr Nury Vittachi

Working in journalism for more than 30 years, |
feel that the press enjoys much more freedom
than before. Back in the 1990s, | recall my work
being heavily edited, and that | was sacked
several times over my published opinions. In
contrast, in today’s society, | have more editorial
freedom in making socio-political observations,
and even expressing constructive criticism of
government policies.

Recently, | started an online project aiming to
set the record straight for Hong Kong, and to
counterbalance some of the critical voices and
misinformation that perpetuate social media
platforms. We publish daily on a wide variety
of topics, including light-hearted discussion on
traditional and modern cultural influences as
well as in-depth investigative pieces in written
or video format, in order to provide independent
and comprehensive content for both local and
international consumption. Ultimately, we hope
to offer a balanced account that combats certain
biases commonly seen on some media narratives

over 90 daily newspapers

Hong Kong is a major
publishing hub in Asia

and to support the growth of professional
investigative journalism in Hong Kong.

As a journalist, | always base my observations
on statistics and facts. Contrary to the claims of
naysayers, Hong Kong is in fact faring extremely
well: international investments continue to pour in,
bank deposits are increasing, more companies
are listing here than anywhere in the world, the
property market is booming, and the Hong Kong
dollar is stronger than ever before. | remember
that during the 1990s, many publications were
concerned over the future of Hong Kong post-
1997. However, | personally witnessed that
these concerns did not come to materialisation.
Therefore, it is interesting to see similarly
unsubstantiated statements appear again in
the media in recent years, citing unease over
the newly promulgated Hong Kong National
Security Law. Just as before, | am confident that
Hong Kong will navigate these new changes
successfully and remain a place for business
and citizens to thrive. | have even gone so far to
invest in the property market

lately, which is a clear
testimony of my love of
and commitment to
this city | call home.
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Working Group on Industrial, Commercial and Professional Sectors
under the Basic Law Promotion Steering Committee
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