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Trade and Industry Department
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Ref. : GL503 31 December 2004

To : All shipping companies, airlines and
freight forwarders registered under
the Transhipment Cargo Exemption Scheme; and
Trade and Industrial Associations

Dear Sirs,

Unified Road Cargo Manifest for Cross-boundary Truck
Drivers Crossing at Land Boundary Control Points

Introduction

Further to our circulars of 31 December 2003 and 29 January 2004, this
circular informs the industry that from 1 January 2005, the unified road cargo manifest
which is designed for the convenience of cross-boundary truck drivers and traders, will be
formally implemented by the General Administration of Customs of the People’s Republic
of China and the Hong Kong Customs and Excise Department.

Background

2. According to the Import and Export Ordinance (Cap. 60), the person in
charge of a vehicle, on entering or leaving Hong Kong, shall furnish a manifest on demand
in respect of the cargo on board. To facilitate customs clearance and to improve the
efficiency of the cross-boundary transportation industry, a unified road cargo manifest has
been introduced and put on trial since 1 January 2004. After a year of testing and
extensive consultation with the cross-boundary transportation industry and relevant parties
involving in cross-boundary trade, the unified road cargo manifest has been revised and
improved to better cater the needs of the stakeholders. A new set of unified road cargo
manifest has also been introduced for empty vehicles.

Details of Implementation

3. Starting from 1 January 2005, drivers or carriers of laden goods vehicles can
compile a set of six copies of unified road cargo manifest (Annex 1). The first two copies
are for submission to the Mainland Customs, the third copy to Hong Kong Customs which
will collect at the land boundary control points the fourth and the fifth copies for the Trade
and Industry Department and Census and Statistics Department respectively and the sixth
copy is for the driver’s retention.
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4. For empty goods vehicles, drivers or carriers have to compile a set of two
copies of unified road cargo manifest (Annex 2). One copy is for submission to the
Mainland Customs and the other to Hong Kong Customs. A copy of the guide (in Chinese)
for completion of the unified road cargo manifest (for both laden goods and empty goods
vehicles) prepared by the Hong Kong Customs and Excise Department is at Annex 3 for
information.

5. As the industry may have kept stocks of the old version of unified road cargo
manifest and to allow the industry to exhaust their stocks, the General Administration of
Customs of the People’s Republic of China will accept either the old or new version of the
unified road cargo manifest until 31 March 2005.

Enquiries

6. If you have any enquiries about the implementation of the unified road cargo
manifest, please contact the Lok Ma Chau Control Point of Hong Kong Customs at
telephone number 2482 8813 between 7 am and 10 pm from Mondays to Fridays or the
Commercial Office of Economic Affairs Department, Liaison Office of the Central People's
Government in Hong Kong at telephone number 2519 0199 during office hours. You may
also visit the website of Hong Kong Customs at http://www.info.gov.hk/customs for more
information.

Yours faithfully,

(Miss Judy TING)
for Director-General of Trade and Industry
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